MAYOR TIGHTENS BONDS WITH AMERICAN AMBASSADOR
Gutman Impressed by Dendermonde
DENDERMONDE – The cosy Grote Markt, the futuristic library, the impressive
statue of father De Smet. It was able to more than appeal the U.S. Ambassador,
Howard Gutman, during his visit to Dendermonde yesterday. The man was clearly
charmed by the city of the Ros Beiaard (Bayard). ‘People have been telling me for
a long time to visit Dendermonde, and now that I am here, I am happy to have
discovered this city’, he says.
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U.S. Ambassador Howard Gutman makes it his habit to visit as many towns and
cities in Belgium as possible. Dendermonde had already been on his wish list for
longer. Because of the recent events surrounding the death of Osama Bin Laden,
there had been a fear that the visit would be canceled, but in the end it took place
as planned. ‘Even if beforehand we could not make a lot of fuss about it’, mayor
Piet Buyse says. ‘Still our police force had to make a couple of extra efforts in
terms of security. Even if the Ambassador keeps it preferably as informal as
possible.’
Gutman was received in the Dendermonde city hall, where he was immediately
invited to sign the Golden Book. That happened in the Jumelage (Twinning) room,
where also a portrait of father De Smet is hanging. ‘Our link with America’, mayor
Buyse says. ‘The man went at age 20 to the United States and did mission work
with the Indians.’ That father De Smet in America is truly considered a great man
became apparent right away. Gutman donated a book about the relations between
America and Belgium. Also a picture of father De Smet with Sitting Bull is
featured in it.
Support after World War I
The mayor took advantage of the opportunity to thank America once again also
extensively for the support the city received after World War I. ‘The city was
completely burned and we got food and clothing from the Americans’, Buyse says.
‘Out of gratitude, a picture of Dendermonde school children with the American
flag was taken in 1918 (sic), and sent to the United States.’ The Ambassador
yesterday received a reproduction of that picture.
Gutman yesterday also made some time to talk with business leaders from
Dendermonde and school directors of Dendermonde schools. In the afternoon, he
also visited the General Hospital St.-Blasius. ‘My wife is a former dentist and
medical care interests us enormously’, he stated.
Highlight of the visit to Dendermonde was a walk through the city center. En route
Gutman made with pleasure time for a chat with passers-by addressing him. The
walk went from the Grote Markt to the Church Square. There is the meters-high
statue of father De Smet located, which especially for the occasion was polished

up. Gutman was also surprised by a performance from a Dendermonde jazz band,
completely in New Orleans style. It even made the Ambassador and his spouse
swing. Finally, also the new library could count on quite some attention. ‘The
proof that Dendermonde can combine the city’s rich history with the future’,
Gutman, who at the end returned home with a chocolate Bayard, pondered.
Captions under the pictures read:
On the left: There was also a performance by a Dendermonde jazz band,
completely in New Orleans style.
On the right: Mayor Piet Buyse guided the U.S. Ambassador and his wife around.

